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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

L. Lindinger’s original description of Palaeococcus tabaybae
(Homoptera: Coccoidea) from Tenerife

Bibliographies of Coccoidea by Morrison & Renk (1954, Misc.
Publs U.S. Dep. Agric. No. 734: 222 pp.), Morrison & Morrison
(1965, Misc. Publs U.S. Dep. Agric. No. 987: 44 pp.) and Russell,
Kosztarab & Kosztarab (1974, Misc. Publs. U.S. Dep. Agric. No.
1281: 122 pp.) list 104 papers by Leonhard Lindinger, published
between 1905 and 1958. Most were written in German in easily
accessible journals that are present in many libraries of Europe
and North America.

Lindinger spent some time in Tenerife in 1910 and after visiting
the island again in 1914 he was interned there during the First
World War and did not return to Germany until 1919. In 1917 and
1919 he published one or two articles in Spanish in local journals
on the Coccoidea of the Canary Islands. One of these articles
entitled ‘Nuevo Coccido de género Palaeococcus,” describing
Palaeococcus tabaybae,was published on 15th April 1919 in Eco
del Magisterio Canario 5 (No. 237) pp. 2-3. This journal is missing
in most European and North American libraries and the article
was listed by Morrison & Renk as ‘not seen’.

Mrs Gema Perez, Centro Regional de Investigaciones Agrarias,
La Laguna, Tenerife, has kindly sent to me a photocopy of this
article and, because few coccidologists have ever seen it, I now

“take the opportunity of giving an English translation here.

“Observations and Scientific Investigations in the Canary Islands

A NEW COCCID OF THE GENUS PALACOCOCCUS [sic]

On the 16th March, on a path going from La Laguna de Tenerife to the
neighbouring Valle Tabares, I found on the trunks and branches of the ‘tabayba’
that were covered by cork or green matter, a new coccid of great size.

It is a species of the genus Palacococcus, the first representative of the said genus
in the Province of Canarias and the second, or possibly third Palaearctic species.
The others are P. fuscipennis (Burm.) Ckll. and the doubtful P. hollenicus Gems.
[a lapsus for P. hellenicus Genns.].

The discovery of an insect of such large size only after almost five years of
searching is an indication of how difficult it is to ‘catch’ (so to speak) coccids.

DESCRIPTION:
Palacococcus tabaybae Ldgr. sp. n.

Female. Elongated oval, 7-10 mm long, 3-4 mm wide, up to 2 mm thick. The
dorsum blackish with 3 reddish longitudinal lines, the middle line being the thinnest
The ventral face light orange, and whitish from the exudation of wax (sometimes
leaving a spot on the stalk of the plant on which it lives), while the dorsum, for the
same reason, appears somewhat grey. The legs and antennae are black; the
antennae have 11 segments. The body contains a light yellow liquid.

Male. Unknown.

Hab.: Tenerife. Upper slope of the Valle Tabares, between the Mesa Gallardina
and the Pico Colorado, near La Laguna, on top of the ‘tabayba’, Eupherbia [sic]
regis-jubae.
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Including this species. three coccids are known from the “tabayba’: Aspidiotus
taorensis Ldgr.. Diaspis barrancorum Ldgr. and the species here described. The
other two were also found in the Valle Tabares.

Dr Leonhard Lindinger
La Laguna, March 1919.”

The same article was published in the newspaper Las Canarias,
Madrid, year 19, No. 1149, 26 April 1919, and a copy is present in
the Entomology Library, British Museum (Natural History).
Lindinger (1931, Ent. Rdsch. 48: 27) published a translation of,the
description in German, but for some reason mentioned the species
as P. tabaiae.

It is difficult to identify this insect from such a poor description
without an illustration, although the species should be recog-
nisable by its size, colour and host-plant association. Weidner &
Wagner (1968, Mitt. hamb. zool. Mus. Inst. 65: 169, 179) have
stated that Lindinger never took original material of this species to
Germany on his return and it is doubtful if any exists. The generic
name Palaeococcus is misspelled Palacococcus in both Spanish
versions.
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