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ON A SMALL COLLECTION OF COCCIDAE FROM MESOPOTAMIA,
. WITH DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SPECIES.

By E. Ernest Green, F.ES. F.ZS.

The collection was received through the Deputy Director of Agriculture (Research)
and contained the following species, collected by the Assistant Entomologist, Rao
Saheb Y. Ramachandra Rdo :—

Pseudococcus citrs (Risso), on grape vine.

Asterolecanium phoenicis, sp. n., on date palm. J

Phoenicococcus marlatts (Ckll.), on date palm.

Parlatoria blanchardi, Targ., on date palm.

Parlatoria calianthina, Berl. & Leon., on olive, oleander, rose, mulberry
and Zizyphus.

Asterolecanium phoenicis, sp. n.

Sac of adult female pale, translucent, greenish yellow ; the body of the insect
revealed as a reddish brown median patch. Long ovate, narrowed posteriorly,
moderately convex. Marginal fringe moderately long; close and continuous,
except on the posterior fifth, where it is wanting. Length1-5to1-25mm. Breadth
averaging 0-75 mm.

Fig. 1. Asterolecanium phoenicis, Green, sp.n. : a, adult@, x 80 ; b, posterior extremity,
X 450 ; ¢, marginal pores and anterior spiracle, X 450; d, abnormal quadrilocular
pore, X 450.

Adult female insect (fig. 1a) slipper-shaped, narrowed behind ; posterior extremity
evenly rounded. Rudimentary antennae each with two small but relatively stout.
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setae. Mouth-parts rather large and conspicuous. Anal orifice minute and simple,
without setiferous anal ring. Caudal setae slender (fig. 15). Margin (fig. 1c) with a
close series of conspicuous paired pores, terminating at some distance from the
posterior extremity, which is demarked by a curved transverse crease. A scattered
series of simple circular pores extends from each spiracle to the margin, and along
the margin for some distance on each side of the stigmatic areas, but absent elsewhere.
No supplementary paired pores on the dorsum. An abnormal double paired pore
(fig. 1d) was observed in the marginal series of one example. Body with numerous
cylindrical tubular pores disposed in more or less distinct clusters. Length
1to1-25 mm. Breadth approximately 0-75 mm.

On the leaf-stalks, leaves and fruits of the date palm (Phoemx dactylifera) ;
Baghdad, Mesopotamla

The absence of a definite setiferous anal ring is unusual in the genus Asterole-
caniwm, but this condition occurs in an Australian species—A. hilli,* as also in the
allied genus Polea.t In A. ceriferum? and pudibundum§ there is no apparent seti-
ferous ring ; but in those species the anal tube is more complex, consisting of several
conspicuous invaginations of the rectum.

* Bull. Ent. Res. vii, pt. i, May 1916, p. 63.
t Mon. Cocc. Ceylon, v, p. 462.
{ Mon. Cocc. Ceylon, iv, p. 324.
§ Mon. Cocc. Ceylon, iv, p. 323.




