
Bulletin de la Société
entomologique de France

Stabilizing the name Aspidiotus nerii Bouché, 1833 (Hem.,
Coccoidea, Diaspididae)
Yair Ben-Dov, Salvatore Marotta

Citer ce document / Cite this document :

Ben-Dov Yair, Marotta Salvatore. Stabilizing the name Aspidiotus nerii Bouché, 1833 (Hem., Coccoidea, Diaspididae). In:

Bulletin de la Société entomologique de France, volume 106 (2), juin 2001. pp. 191-192;

https://www.persee.fr/doc/bsef_0037-928x_2001_num_106_2_16751

Fichier pdf généré le 30/09/2019

https://www.persee.fr
https://www.persee.fr/collection/bsef
https://www.persee.fr/collection/bsef
https://www.persee.fr/doc/bsef_0037-928x_2001_num_106_2_16751
https://www.persee.fr/doc/bsef_0037-928x_2001_num_106_2_16751
https://www.persee.fr/doc/bsef_0037-928x_2001_num_106_2_16751
https://www.persee.fr/doc/bsef_0037-928x_2001_num_106_2_16751
https://www.persee.fr/authority/645145
https://www.persee.fr/authority/835042
https://www.persee.fr/doc/bsef_0037-928x_2001_num_106_2_16751


Bulletin de la Société entomologique de France, 106 (2), 2001 : 181-191 191 

l'association Thiophanate-méthyl + soufre + oxychlorure de cuivre. En effet, ce fongicide a 
été utilisé seul pour contrôler les maladies fongiques. Les traitements, régulièrement appliqués 
tous les huit jours, ont duré du stade de trois à quatre feuilles des plants jusqu'à ce que la 
majorité des fruits ait atteint une grosseur au moins supérieure à 10 cm de diamètre. Ceci a 
donc permis aux plantes de résister aux maladies et de pouvoir tenir aussi longtemps, 
prolongeant ainsi la durée de la période de récolte par rapport aux essais précédents. 
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Yair Ben-Dov & Salvatore Marotta. - Stabilizing the name Aspidiotus nerii Bouché, 
1833 (Hem., Coccoidea, Diaspididae) 

The Fourth edition of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (1999) includes Article 
23.9.2 that provides taxonomists with the power, without a formal petition to the International 
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN), to designate a senior synonym or homonym as 
nomen oblitum and place the latter as an invalid synonym in precedence of a widely-accepted 
younger synonym. 

In this note, we apply Article 23.9.2 of the above-mentioned Code to stabilize the continued 
usage of Aspidiotus nerii Bouché, 1 833, as the valid synonym for the Oleander scale. 

Diaspis obliquum was described by O. G. COSTA from Italy, in his Fauna del Regno di 
Napoli, famiglia de' coccinigliferi, o de' gallinsetti. For more than a century the publication 
date of Costa's book was accepted as 1835 (e . g., Fernald, 1903, Morrison & Renk, 1957 ; 
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BORCHSENIUS, 1966). Therefore, the synonymy of D. obliquum with Aspidiotus nerii Bouché, 
1833 (e. g., by Targioni Tozzetti, 1868 : 736 ; SiGNORET, 1869 : 129 ; Fernald, 1903 : 260) 
was nomenclaturally acceptable. 

In 1983 the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN), ruled (ICZN, 
1983) that the date of publication of Costa's Fauna del regno di Napoli, Famiglia de' 
coccinigliferi o de' gallinsetti, Emitted (Napoli) had been November 1829. Consequently, the 
name Diaspis obliquum O. G. Costa, 1829, predated Aspidiotus nerii Bouché, 1833. 

A bibliographical survey has yielded the following publications, in which the name Diaspis 
obliquum has been used, since it has been described : WALKER, 1 852 : 1097 (listed) ; TARGIONI TOZ-
ZETTI, 1868: 736 (synonymized with Aspidiotus nerii Bouché); SiGNORET, 1869: 129; 1877 : 670 
(listed as a synonym of A. nerii) ; FERNALD, 1903 : 260 (listed as a synonym of A. nerii ) ; LlNDINGER, 
1912 : 367, 1932 : 201 (listed as a synonym of A. nerii) ; FERRIS, 1941 : 46 (listed as an unrecogni¬ 
zable species) ; BORCHSENIUS, 1966 : 372 (listed as an unrecognizable species). 

The type material of Diaspis obliquum is very likely lost (Giuseppina Pellizzari, Padova, Italy, 
in correspondence). We conclude that the above information presents good evidence for regarding 
Diaspis obliquum O. G. Costa, 1 829 as a nomen oblitum and for placing it as a synonym of 
Aspidiotus nerii Bouché, 1833. This act will prevent instability and ensure the continued usage 
of the latter binomen for one of the most cosmopolitan and highly polyphagous pest species 
among scale insects. 
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